
 

The Honorable Lindsey Graham                                                                                           August 13, 2025​
United States Senate​
290 Russell Senate Office Building, SR-211​
Washington, DC 20510 

Senator Graham, 

I am writing to urge you to consider including Governor Gavin Newsom and relevant California state 
agencies, including the California Air Resources Board and the California Geologic Energy Management 
Division, in the list of sanctioned entities under your proposed legislation targeting those who enable 
purchases of Russian-origin crude oil. 

California’s domestic energy policies have directly increased our reliance on imported oil, including 
Russian-origin crude and refined products that often arrives indirectly through trading partners like India 
and Turkey. While Russia profits from these sales, California under Governor Newsom has chosen to shut 
down in-state production and drive demand overseas. 

Our state is an energy island with no pipeline connections to other states. Instead of tapping abundant 
American, let alone Californian, resources, Democrats and their appointed bureaucrats in Sacramento 
have increased our dependence on foreign imports from nations with interests opposed to ours. Foreign 
crude imports have grown from 5 percent in 1992 to over 60 percent today. Just under Governor 
Newsom’s administration, in-state production has dropped by more than one-third. As governor, I will 
reverse these disastrous policies and revive domestic production, aiming to double California production 
every two years. With these and other policies reversing extreme climate regulations we can achieve $3 
gas for California families and small businesses instead of the $5 which is typical today, and heading 
even higher. 

Until then, however, we must face the real consequences of Gavin Newsom’s assault on California oil and 
gas production. His ideologically-driven crusade keeps demand alive for Russian oil even as it is 
laundered through other countries, undercutting federal efforts to apply pressure on the Russian 
government and reduce the funding that fuels its aggression. It is contradictory for the United States to 
sanction and penalize those who buy Russian oil while ignoring policies that increase our own 
consumption of it. 

Including Governor Newsom and the state agencies responsible for enforcing these harmful policies in 
your sanctions legislation would make it clear that states cannot pursue energy strategies that effectively 
undermine national security and foreign policy objectives. 

I appreciate your leadership on this issue and your willingness to build bipartisan support to ensure our 
nation speaks with one voice in confronting those who enable Russia’s continued aggression. Thank you 
for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 
Steve Hilton​
Candidate for Governor of California 


